Downloaded from https://www.neurology.org by 186.248.128.23 on 28 April 2025

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN PRACTICE, EDUCATION, & RESEARCH

Consensus Recommendations to Establish Reporting
Standards in fMRI of Migraine

A Delphi Study

Severin Schramm," Corinna Borner-Schroder,’?3 Miriam Reichert,” Constanze Ramschutz,” Correspondence

Xiao Michelle Androulakis,* Messoud Ashina,>® Gianluca Coppola,” Brett Cucchiara,® Zhao Dong,’ Dr. Sollmann

Xiaoxia Du,'® Laura H. Fischer-Schulte,"" Peter ). Goadsby,'® Rune Hackert Christensen,>'314 nico.sollmann@tum.de
Luke A. Henderson,"® Anders Hougaard,®'® Jian-Ren Liu,'” Gabriella Juhasz,'®'® Nazia Karsan,'? Jian Kong,?°

Jeungchan Lee,?'?2 Mi Ji Lee,?® Clas Linnman,?* Vani Mathur,?> Arne May,?® Jan Mehnert,?® Eric Moulton,?”®

David M. Niddam,?® Jean Schoenen,® David A. Seminowicz,®' Anne Stankewitz,' Yiheng Tu,3?

Daniel Veréb,?*3* Tao Yin,3 Claus Zimmer,"3® Florian Heinen,? Thomas Baum,' Michaela V. Bonfert, %> and

Nico Sollmann'3¢37

Neurology® 2025;104:€21023S. doi:10.1212/WNL.0000000000210235

Abstract

Background and Objectives

Migraine is a multifaceted primary headache disorder. In neuroimaging of migraine, fMRI has
been used to elucidate pathophysiology or monitor treatment effects. The current literature,
however, is highly heterogeneous regarding reported variables and methodologies. This begets
a lack of comparability and complicates synthesis of results across studies. We developed
a framework for standardized reporting of fMRI studies in migraine.

Methods

Experts on fMRI in migraine were identified from the literature and subjected to structured
questionnaires in 2 iterations of 3 rounds according to the DELPHI method. A total of 157
statements across 17 reporting domains were rated on S-point Likert scales (strong support to
strong opposition). The first iteration covered demographic data, migraine-specific factors,
medication, scan timing, healthy controls (HCs), participant sampling/recruiting, standardized
forms, study preregistration, region of interest (ROI) analyses, validation data sets, data sharing,
preprocessing documentation, and analysis software. The second iteration of the questionnaire
covered scanner-related factors, sequence-related factors, physiology monitoring, and
stimulation-related factors. Items showing strong consensus/consensus (290%/>75% of par-
ticipants indicating scores 4 or S) were included as standard reporting items.

Results

All 3 rounds of the first/second iteration were completed by 29 and 26 researchers (age 46 +
11 years; 38% female/age 46 + 12 years; 44% female) from 23 and 21 institutions. Across both
iterations, strong consensus and consensus was achieved for 34 (3 scanner-related factors,
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Glossary

BOLD = blood oxygen level dependent; HC = healthy control; ICHD = International Classification of Headache Disorders;
ROI = region of interest.

9 sequence-related factors, 1 stimulation-related factor, 2 demographic factors, 7 migraine-specific factors, 2 medication-factors,
2 scan timing factors, 4 HC factors, 1 preregistration factor, 1 analysis software factor, and 2 ROI analyses factors) and 33
(1 scanner-related factors, 4 sequence related factors, 1 factor related to physiology monitoring, 1 stimulation-related factor, 3
demographic factors, 6 migraine-specific factors, 4 medication factors, 3 HC factors, 2 sampling factors, 1 standardized form, 1
preregistration factor, 1 data sharing factor, 2 analysis software factors, and 3 ROI analyses factors) items, respectively. From

these, a checklist covering 63 items from 14 reporting domains was created.

Discussion

We present an expert-based framework for reporting standards in fMRI studies of migraine, which can be used for future studies
to homogenize cohort characterization, fMRI acquisitions, and analysis protocols.

Introduction

Migraine is a primary headache disorder codified in the In-
ternational Classification of Headache Disorders (ICHD)" affecting
approximately 15% of the population.”* The disease causes ex-
tensive disability, corresponding to 4.9% of global years lived
with disability and 1.7% of disability-adjusted life years in 2019.>*

fMRI exploits neurovascular coupling to measure neuronal
activity indirectly using the blood oxygen level dependent
(BOLD) signal.5’6 Although widely used in scientific and
clinical investigations, methodological concerns such as a lack
of reproduction of findings, underpowered studies, and lack of
data access cause intense debates within the field.”® Overall,
this leads to a situation in which confidence in the validity of
many findings is considerably diminished.

In this context, the large number of clinically relevant dimen-
sions inherent in migraine (e.g.,, migraine subtype, attack fre-
quency, pain intensity, presence of medication, and aura
characteristics) poses particular challenges, with documenta-
tion standards regarding many of these variables being in-
consistent between studies.”'® Additional inconsistencies are
introduced through methodological heterogeneities such as
varying sample sizes, inconsistent sequence parameters, and
different approaches to statistical analyses.

To address this issue, we aimed to develop a framework for
reporting of fMRI studies in migraine to improve the quality of
the future literature landscape by enabling researchers to consider
and document relevant factors of interest. Specifically, we used
the DELPHI approach to achieve consensus-based recom-
mendations to establish reporting standards for fMRI in migraine.

Methods

To generate reporting standards in fMRI of migraine, we
followed the DELPHI method.'"'? Essential components of
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the DELPHI method include the assembly of an expert group,
the conduction of multiple iterations of questionnaires to
collect opinions on the issues to be appraised, and a feedback
mechanism to inform the questioned individuals about the
results of previous iterations, while keeping the identity be-
hind individual replies anonymous."!

Standard Protocol Approvals, Registrations,
and Participant Consents

All researchers were informed about the purpose of their in-
volvement and gave written consent to take part in the data
collection.

Selection of Participants

Participants were selected through the literature pool from
a recent systematic review of fMRI in migraine.'* The review
encompassed 114 articles published between April 2014 and
January 2021."°

The first and last authors (all authors in case of shared first or
senior authorship) of each article included in the review were
extracted, and corresponding email addresses were acquired
by web research. In this way, we ensured that all participants
were experts who had published peer-reviewed work related
to fMRI investigations of migraine. The primary data collec-
tors and initiators (S.S., C.B.S,, CR,, MR, C.Z., FH, T.B,
M.B., and N.S.) did not take part in the questionnaires.

DELPHI Questionnaire

We followed established guidelines for consensus generation
by the DELPHI method."" In total, we conducted 2 iterations
of 3 rounds; that is, we consecutively prepared and shared 2
distinct questionnaires covering 3 rounds each, with results
from each round informing the subsequent questionnaire.
The first iteration focused primarily on demographic, clinical,
and study design aspects while the second iteration focused
primarily on scanner-related and imaging-related aspects.
Both questionnaires were distributed through Google Forms.
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Participants were offered a co-author position on this article
for taking part in all 3 questionnaire rounds. The period for
consecutive completion of all 3 questionnaires ranged from
July 7,2022, to June 7, 2023 (iteration 1), and from April 24 to
July 12, 2024 (iteration 2). A complete list of all questions can
be found in eTables 1 and 2.

Experts rated their agreement/disagreement regarding specific
items on S-point Likert scales, with scores for strongly agree
(S), rather agree (4), neutral (3), rather disagree (2), and
strongly disagree (1). In total, 157 items were rated this way.

We defined “strong consensus” for items when >90% of par-
ticipants indicated Likert scores 4 or S (support or strong
support) and “consensus” for items when >75% of participants
indicated Likert scores 4 or S (support or strong support).

Questionnaire of Round 1

The aim of round 1 regarding both iterations was a qualitative
primary survey of opinions on a variety of potential topics of
interest, both to generate items for consensus quantification
during round 2 and to get a preliminary sense of opinion
distributions.

Specifically, we used S0 open-ended questions on the general
role of fMRI in migraine research, a number of study design
considerations (determination of sample size, value of study
preregistration, data preprocessing pipelines, region of interest
[ROI] selection, software selection, statistical analysis, and vali-
dation of test results), data availability, general demographic
variables, migraine-specific variables, scan timing in relation to the
migraine cycle, medication, and standardized forms (eTable 1).

For round 1 of iteration 2, more methodological and technical
domains of interest regarding fMRI were covered. This round
included 11 open-ended questions on scanner properties,
sequence design, and physiology monitoring (eTable 2).

The replies were reviewed by S.S. and N.S. Items rated
according to the Likert scales were generated for each potential
item identifiable from the replies and specific enough to fMRI
of migraine to be considered relevant for a reporting consensus.

Questionnaire of Round 2

The aim of round 2 for both iterations was threefold, pro-
viding feedback from round 1 to the participants to inform
them on the previous distribution of opinions, generating
opinion distribution data on items that emerged from round
1, and generating additional items for round 3 based on
feedback from rounds 1 and 2.

We submitted 102 statements to be rated on the S-point
Likert scales, indicating the level of agreement or disagree-
ment for a respective item ranging from strong agreement to
strong disagreement. In addition, we submitted 4 open-ended
questions regarding the topic of healthy controls (HCs),
which emerged as a topic of interest in round 1 of iteration 1,
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and 1 open-ended question regarding the definition of scan
timing in relation to migraine attacks (eTable 1).

Likewise, round 2 for iteration 2 was conducted to collect
quantifiable consensus data with a focus on technical aspects.
The round covered 33 scaled items on scanner-related factors,
sequence-related factors, and physiology monitoring. It also
contained an open-ended question related to stimulation-
based fMRI paradigms (eTable 2).

Questionnaire of Round 3

The aim of round 3 of both iterations was to complete the
DELPHI process by getting opinion distribution data on any
residual items that had emerged from the previous 2 rounds.
For iteration 1, we submitted 17 statements regarding char-
acterization and selection of HCs, fMRI preprocessing pipe-
lines, and standardized questionnaires to be rated on a Likert
scale similar to round 2 (eTable 1).

For iteration 2, a second third-level questionnaire was ad-
ministered with a focus on technical fMRI aspects. This round
consisted of 4 scaled items related to stimulation-based fMRI
paradigms and 1 scanner-related factor (eTable 2).

Reporting Domains

Based on the collected replies, we assembled 17 distinct
reporting domains encompassing all 157 ranked items. In total,
we collected information on the domains of demographic data
(24 items), migraine-specific factors (32 items), medication
(10 items), scan timing (3 items), HCs (12 items), participant
sampling/recruiting (3 items), standardized forms (11 items),
study preregistration (S items), ROI analyses (S items), vali-
dation data sets (2 items), data sharing (2 items), preprocessing
documentation (7 items), and analysis software (3 items), as
well as scanner-related factors (S items), sequence-related
factors (18 items), factors related to physiology monitoring (11
items), and stimulation-related factors (4 items).

Statistical Analysis

Replies from each round were exported from Google Forms
to a Microsoft Excel file (version 16.61.1, 2022; Microsoft
Corp., Redmond, WA) for further analysis. All Likert-scaled
items were analyzed regarding the distribution of opinions,
and items that reached our previously defined levels of con-
sensus were extracted for specific reporting of descriptive
statistics (i.e., description of opinion distribution frequencies)
by S.S. and N.S.

Data Availability
The entirety of our data is, in anonymized fashion, available in
eTables 1 and 2.

Results

Summary of Replies
From our literature base, we extracted 196 potential experts.
The Figure demonstrates the flow of replies including
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Figure Participant Identification and Reply Flow

Participation in iterations 1 and 2

China: 61
Authors identified i

(n=196) Italy: 12

Hungary: 8

Identification

Taiwan: 4

Contact data acquired and researchers Denmark: 4

contacted
(n=139)

Germany: 4
Australia: 3
United Kingdom: 3

China: 6/4

Italy: 1
Hungary: 2
Replies to round 1
(n=30/27) Taiwan: 1
Denmark: 3
Germany: 4/3
Australia: 1

Questionnaires

China: 5/4

Italy: 1
Hungary: 2

Replies to round 2

(n = 29/26) Taiwan: 1

Denmark: 3
Germany: 4/3
Australia: 1

China: 5/4

South Korea: 4

South Korea: 1

South Korea: 1

Israel: 3

United States: 27 France: 2

Brazil: 2
Belgium: 1
Canada: 1

United Kingdom: 2

United States: 7 Belgium: 1

Canada: 1

United Kingdom: 2

United States: 7/6 Belgium: 1

Canada: 1

United Kingdom: 2

United States: 7/6 Belgium: 1

Italy: 1
Hungary: 2

Replies to round 3
(n =29/26)

Taiwan: 1
Denmark: 3
Germany: 4/3
Australia: 1

South Korea: 1

Canada: 1

The number and national affiliations of con-
tacted experts at different stages of the DELPHI
process during both iteration 1 and iteration 2
are demonstrated. In cases where the number of
experts differs between iteration 1 and 2, the
respective numbers are indicated by “/".

national affiliation for both iterations. Email contacts were
identified for 139 of these experts (71%).

After submitting our invite for the questionnaire of round 1 of
iteration 1, a total number of 30 contacts replied (22%). For
the questionnaire of round 2, 29 contacts replied (97%). For
the questionnaire of round 3, 29 contacts replied (100%). The
average participant age in iteration 1 was 46 * 11 years, with
a female/male ratio of 8/21. Participants were spread over 23
institutions from 12 nations and 4 continents (Asia [28%],
Europe [45%], North America [24%], and Australia [3%]).

For iteration 2, 26 experts took part in all 3 rounds. The
average age was 46 + 12 years, with a female/male ratio of
8/18 and a spread over 21 institutions from 12 nations and 4
continents (Asia [23%], Europe [46%], North America
[27%], and Australia [4%]).

Information on participants is presented in eAppendix 1. It is
important to note that for selected items, some researchers
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abstained from voting; the respective information is presented
in eTables 1 and 2 and eAppendix 2.

Reporting Items

Overall, strong consensus was achieved for 34 items (22%)
and consensus for 33 items (21%) of 157 total items (all
rounds of iteration 1 and iteration 2 together). A simple
majority (>50% of Likert scores 4 or S) was present for 44
items (28%).

Demographic Factors

Regarding general demographic factors, we collected
opinion distribution data on 24 total items (eTable 1).
Strong consensus was achieved for 2 and consensus for 3
items (Table 1).

Migraine-Specific Factors

For disease-specific factors, we collected opinions on 32 items
(eTable 1). We achieved strong consensus for 7 items and
consensus for 6 items (Table 1).
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Table 1 Overview of Reporting Items With Strong Consensus or Consensus

Domains

Items

Strong consensus

Consensus

Demographics

Age, sex

Depression scores, anxiety scores, menstrual cycle

Migraine ICHD-based diagnosis, neurologic and psychiatric Migraine subtype, aura characteristics, symptom laterality,
comorbidities, migraine frequency, disease duration, photophobia, mean pain intensity, phonophobia
headache frequency, time from last headache to scan, pain
comorbidities

Medication Types of prophylactic medication, acute medication before Prophylactic medication before scanning, types of acute

scanning

medication, baseline frequency of acute medication,
baseline frequency of prophylactic medication

Healthy controls

Matching by age, no headache disorders, no pain disorders,
matching by sex

No neurologic diseases, no psychiatric diseases, matching by
as many variables as possible

Scan timing Nomenclature according to /CHD definitions of prodrome, —
postdrome, and interictal intervals, reporting of scan timing
in migraine cycle
Sampling — Recruitment procedures, limitations due to specific

recruitment

Standardized forms

Symptom documentation using diagnostic headache diary

Study preregistration

More negative findings should be published

Exploratory non-preregistered analyses are valuable

ROI analyses

Exact coordinates and extent, strong foundations in
underlying hypotheses

ROl placement informed by previous work, discuss impact of
ROl selection process, atlas can facilitate replicability

Validation data sets

Data sharing

Data sharing should become the norm

Preprocessing

Analysis software

Justification if not open source

Open source preferred, code should be shared

Scanner

Data harmonization methods, static field strength, head coils

Scanner model

Sequence

Voxel size, repetition time, slice thickness, in-plane
resolution, scanned anatomy, flip angle, number of slices,

Echo time, acquisition matrix, number of volumes acquired,
image orientation

scan duration, image acquisition method

Physiology monitoring —

Movement minimization procedure

Stimulus Essential stimulus characteristics

Stimulus presentation devices

Abbreviations: ICHD = International Classification of Headache Disorders; ROI = region of interest.
Table 1 yields an overview over all reporting items that have reached consensus or strong consensus. More detail is presented within the supplementary

materials.

Medication
For the 10 items related to migraine medication (eTable 1),

strong consensus was achieved for 2 items and consensus for 4
items (Table 1).

Scan Timing of fMRI

Regarding the reporting of scan timing in relation to migraine
attacks (eTable 1), 3 items were submitted, of which 2 items
achieved strong consensus (Table 1).

Because the items referenced prodrome and postdrome, we
want to reiterate that the ICHD currently defines prodrome
as a “symptomatic phase, lasting up to 48 hours, occurring
before the onset of pain in migraine without aura or before
the aura in migraine with aura. Among the common pro-
dromal symptoms are fatigue, elated or depressed mood,

Neurology.org/N

unusual hunger, and cravings for certain foods.”! The
postdrome is defined as a “symptomatic phase, lasting up to
48 hours, following the resolution of pain in migraine
attacks with or without aura. Among the common post-
dromal symptoms are fatigue, elated or depressed mood,
and cognitive difficulties.”’

Healthy Controls

In total, 12 items related to the selection of HCs were sub-
mitted for evaluation (eTable 1). Of those, 4 achieved strong
consensus and 3 consensus (Table 1).

Sampling

We submitted 3 items for consideration that related to sam-
pling procedures (eTable 1). Of these, 2 items achieved
consensus (Table 1).
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Standardized Forms

Regarding the potential inclusion of standardized forms or
questionnaires in our reporting standards, we submitted 11
items for consideration (eTable 1). Consensus emerged for 1
item (Table 1).

Study Preregistration

For the topic of preregistration of study protocols, 5 items
were included in the questionnaires (eTable 1). Strong con-
sensus emerged on 1 item and consensus on 1 item (Table 1).

Data Sharing
Two items were submitted relating to the practice of data
sharing (eTable 1). One of these items achieved consensus

(Table 1).

Software for Analysis

Three of the submitted items referred to software used in
fMRI analyses (eTable 1). 1 of these achieved strong con-
sensus, and 2 achieved consensus (Table 1).

ROI Analyses

To generate consensus on principles for ROI-based analyses,
we submitted S items (eTable 1). 2 of these reached strong
consensus and 3 reached consensus (Table 1).

Preprocessing Documentation and Validation Data
Sets

We collected opinion distributions on 7 items related to
various standards of preprocessing documentation and 2
items related to validation data sets (eTable 1), of which no
item reached consensus (Table 1).

Scanner-Related Factors

For reporting items related to the scanner model, S scaled
items emerged from the open questions (eTable 2). Strong
consensus was achieved for 3 and consensus for 1 factor
(Table 1).

Sequence-Related Factors

In the context of sequence-related factors, the total number of
items submitted was 18 (eTable 2). Strong consensus was
achieved for 9 and consensus for 4 factors (Table 1).

Factors Related to Physiology Monitoring
Overall, 11 items related to physiology monitoring were

submitted (eTable 2). Consensus was achieved only for 1
factor (Table 1).

Stimulation-Related Factors

Four items covered stimulation-related factors (eTable 2).
Reporting of one item reached strong consensus, while an-
other item reached consensus. (Table 1).

Discussion

In our pursuit to generate consensus recommendations on
reporting standards in fMRI of migraine using the DELPHI
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method, we received replies from 29 experts (iteration 1) and
26 experts (iteration 2). Of 157 total items across iterations,
we obtained strong consensus (>90% of participants in-
dicating Likert scores 4 or 5 [support or strong support]) on
34 items and consensus (>75% of participants indicating
Likert scores 4 or S [support or strong support]) for 33 items.

Correspondingly, we have designed a checklist including all
items that achieved at least consensus and were suitable for
a checklist. Four items were not included in the checklist
because they dealt with recommendations not applicable to
reporting within a specific study (e.g, “in general, analysis of
fMRI data should be performed using open-source and vali-
dated software”).

The list encompasses 63 items spanning 14 reporting
domains (eAppendix 3). It is important to note that this list is
necessary, but not sufficient. As always, reporting should allow
for precise replication.

Migraine is subject to many clinical phenotypes."® This
includes factors such as presence and character of aura, lat-
erality, migraine intensity, frequency, disease cycle, and dis-
ease duration, among others.”'%'® These factors constitute
degrees of freedom inherent in the disease but are oftentimes
not considered in the reporting or design of imaging studies.

As noted in recent reviews, inconsistent reporting of these
factors complicates the comparability of results across different
studies.”'® In addition, the conduction of replicative studies to
confirm previous findings is rendered increasingly difficult.

Reporting standards could help to ameliorate these circum-
stances by providing researchers with a guideline on factors
that have been deemed essential by experts in the field. This
would add comparability and structure to a field that could,
given these changes, provide valuable insights into patho-
physiologic processes underlying one of the most prevalent
and disabling neurologic diseases worldwide. Our proposed
reporting standards will not be able to address other sources
of heterogeneity in the wider field of MR, such as insufficient
sample sizes, heterogeneity in preprocessing pipelines, or in-
creasing variety in possible analysis methods, collectively re-
ferred to as researcher degrees of freedom.” Naturally, the
current minimum standards are not set in stone and should be
revisited in time to be updated by new consensus.

While we were successful in finding consensus regarding
many of the proposed items, we should also note that con-
sensus was not found for other items. Notably, there was no
consensus on testing initial results against unexamined vali-
dation data. Some experts supported this for reliability, an
opinion shared by other researchers in the wider fMRI com-
munity,” while others disagreed, citing resource constraints.
Despite recognizing the benefits, the drawbacks were deemed
too significant for broad adoption. Solutions could include
increased funding for validation or data sharing.

Neurology.org/N
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Furthermore, expert replies regarding the need for study
preregistration were heterogeneous. While most experts in-
dicated support for preregistration of study protocols because
of potential benefits regarding transparency and the pre-
vention of practices such as hypothesizing after results are
known,"* other experts noted limited benefits compared with
the time investment. In addition, most researchers indicated
that they had not performed detailed preregistration of their
study protocols in their previous work. Regarding the reasons,
researchers mostly referred to the practice not being widely
spread during that time and the lack of requirements to do so.

Another problem related to study preregistration is the multi-
tude of analysis methods available to examine BOLD-based
imaging.'® A large amount of analysis parameters can be freely
chosen, which can complicate the interstudy comparability.
Reflecting this, researchers indicated that documentation of
preprocessing steps was a factor of concern, influencing analysis
results. Nonetheless, although researchers referred to a diverse
set of existing guidelines on the topic,”">"” researchers did not
establish consensus on which guidelines could serve as suffi-
cient for recommendation in reporting standards. We believe
that this reflects the need for standardization on technical
aspects within the fMRI community as a whole.

Relatedly, while initially posing questions on statistical analyses,
we realized that consensus would likely be difficult to achieve
and might constrict experimental design. The plethora of po-
tentially interesting analyses cannot easily be captured by rigid
guidelines because the specific validity depends on the exper-
iment and hypotheses. This again emphasizes the potential that
preregistration of experiments and data analysis plans hold.”

An additional aspect touched on by our initial questionnaire
was the topic of sample size determination. Opinions on the
need for and validity of a priori power analyses in fMRI studies
of migraine were heterogeneous. While some researchers in-
dicated that sample size calculations would be strictly neces-
sary, others emphasized the limiting effects of study costs and
patient availability, rapidly changing standards in the field, and
poor effect estimations. Again, clearer guidance from both the
wider fMRI community and publishers may be required.

An interesting observation was made on validation data sets.
During our open questionnaire, most researchers noted that
testing of findings against previous validation data sets was
generally desirable. Nonetheless, for the 2 items related to this
topic, no consensus was achieved. Likely reasons for this di-
chotomy can be found in practical challenges, specifically
identification of comparable data sets and sparsity of resour-
ces. Yet, some researchers noted that immediate self-
validation may be less important if preregistration of the
data analysis plan has been performed.

Finally, regarding demographic factors, consensus was limited
to relatively few items. Previous publications have noted that
in neuroimaging studies and medical science as a whole,
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factors potentially relevant to research questions such as race
and ethnicity may be underreported.”®*' Future reporting
standards may thus expand on demographic factors.

Although we received responses from 29 experts in iteration 1
and 26 experts in iteration 2, this only corresponds to a re-
sponse rate of 21% and 19% of all researchers contacted.
Therefore, we cannot exclude the possibility of having missed
input that may have contributed to more wide-ranging rec-
ommendations. One such limitation is visible in the high
proportion of clinicians and relative paucity of technicians in
our panel, which we can assume to be a source of bias
(eAppendix 1). Considering the total number of 29 and 26
replies and the absence of other recommendations for fMRI in
migraine, we are still confident that our reporting standards
can provide an important contribution to the field.

Second, we only used 3 rounds of questioning per iteration.
Additional rounds of questioning could potentially have fur-
ther refined the present items and generated additional
reporting items. Three rounds were chosen as a compromise
between volume and precision of reporting items, as well as
reasonable effort and time expense for the questioned experts.

Third, our reporting items are largely focused around clinical
aspects, for example, exact symptom description, medication,
or scan timing. Owing to controversies in the broader field of
fMRI regarding technical aspects such as sample size, pre-
processing, or optimal statistical analyses,” we have chosen to
largely forgo recommendations within these areas because
appropriate replies are likely to come from the wider field of
fMRI rather than the subfield of migraine. Nonetheless, the
impact of these methodological factors might be among the
main factors underlying heterogeneous findings.”>>* Previous
work has outlined practical approaches to fMRI acquisition,
data processing, and data analyses from a rather general
perspective.

In collecting and analyzing opinions of 29 and 26 experts
(iterations 1 and 2) over 3 rounds of questionnaires using the
DELPHI method, we have generated a checklist of 63 stan-
dardized reporting items spanning 14 domains related to
fMRI investigations in migraine. Adoption of this checklist in
future fMRI studies may improve interstudy comparability of
results and replicability and could thereby contribute to
a better understanding of migraine pathophysiology as in-
vestigated by fMRL
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